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Preventing Child Maltreatment

The Center for Violence and
Injury Prevention has several
active projects designed to
engage high risk parents in order
to prevent child maltreatment.
Below are overviews of four of
these projects.

Early Childhood Connections
Project

The Early Childhood Connections
(ECC) Project, funded by NIMH,
links young children and
caregivers served by child
welfare agencies to early
childhood development
screening, long-term parenting
support, quality child care,
special education and other
needed services. Melissa Jonson-
Reid heads the project, working
in collaboration with the
Missouri Children’s Division, The
Child Daycare Association,
Jennings School District,
Ferguson/Florissant School
District, St. Louis Public School
District, Nurses for Newborns,
and Parents as Teachers.

Engaging Fathers in Positive
Parenting

Engaging Fathers in Positive
Parenting develops strategies to
improve father engagement and
involvement in the Positive
Parenting Program (Triple P).
The study develops and
evaluates efforts to engage
residential and non-residential
fathers, biological and step
fathers, employed and
unemployed fathers, and fathers
with current legal involvement
and those without such
involvement. A particular focus
is to increase engagement of
low-income African-American
fathers. The project is funded

by the CDC and conducted in
collaboration with the Fathers’
Support Center (FSC) of St. Louis.
Patricia Kohl, PhD, leads

the effort.

Safe N’ Sound

The Safe N’ Sound injury
prevention program is a
computer-based program

developed to deliver tailored
information to parents of
children ages 0-4 about the
specific injury prevention
practices they can adopt in order
to make their home and car
safer for their child. The
program develops and delivers
culturally appropriate, health
literate positive parenting
messages to parents and
pediatricians, specifically aimed
at individual risk factors. Project
collaborators include Nurses for
Newborns Foundation, the
Brown School’s Health
Communication Research
Laboratory, the American
Academy of Pediatrics and
Pediatric Services at Saint Louis
University. Nancy Weaver, PhD,
serves as the principal
investigator.

Targeted Supplementation

of Home Visitation

Targeted Supplementation of
Home Visitation to Prevent Child

Maltreatment engages high-risk
families in a short series of
group meetings at a trusted
location to experience first-hand
what they might gain if they
enroll in the full ongoing home
visitation program. The study
will determine the effect of
targeting extremely high-risk
families with a publicly
implemented paraprofessional
home visit supplemented by an
established parent engagement
protocol. Community partners
include the Family Support
Network, Queen of Peace,
Missouri Children’s Division and
other community collaborators.
John Constantino, MD, is the
principal investigator.

Protessional Development Opportunities

Addressing the Needs of
Families that Face Child
Maltreatment and Intimate
Partner Violence

We are conducting several
professional development
workshops focusing on intimate
partner violence (IPV) and its
effects on women and children.

Key dates and featured
speakers:

October 29, 2010

Features: Patricia Kohl, assistant
professor, Brown School

Focus: Violence Against Women:
Implications for the Health and
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Mental Health of Women and
their Children, provides

an overview of the impact of
intimate partner violence on
women’s health and mental
health, as well as the effects

it has on the safety and well-
being of children who witness it.
CEUs: 3

November 2, 2010

Features: Jeff Edleson,
preeminent scholar on the
co-occurrence of IPV and child
maltreatment, professor and
director of research at University
of Minnesota School of Social
Work and the University of
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Minnesota Center Against
Violence and Abuse.

Focus: Children Exposed to
Domestic Violence: How Should
Our Community Respond?
Focuses on children’s exposure
to IPV within the context of
collaboration between
community-based domestic
violence organizations and
child welfare.

CEUs: 1

March 17, 2011

Features: Kay Connors, program
director for the Taghi
Mondarressi Center for Infant
Study, and the Family-Informed

Trauma Treatment Center of
the University of Maryland.
Focus: Child-Parent
Psychotherapy, is a dyadic
attachment-based intervention
for young children exposed to
interpersonal violence and other
traumas, and has been
empirically validated for children
under age 6.

CEUs: 7

For more information about
these opportunities, visit our
professional development
webpage located under Programs
on the left side of the screen at
brownschool.wustl.edu.
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Jennifer Jolley

Center for Violence and Injury
Prevention PhD Scholar
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Upcoming Conference

The Center will host the
Translational Research on
Child Neglect Consortium’s
(TRCNC) Annual Meeting
September 23-24, 2010. The
2010 TRCNC meeting “Cross-
Sector Services Use for
Neglected Children and Their
Families: Implications for
Evidence-Based Practice and
Policy” will focus on what is
known and not known about
the cross-sector service use of
neglected children and their
families.

Keynote speakers include:

o Elizabeth Farmer, PhD,
associate professor of health
policy and administration at
Pennsylvania State’s
department of health policy
and administration

e John Landsverk, PhD,
director of the NIMH-funded
Child and Adolescent
Services Research Center at
Children’s Hospital of
San Diego

e Richard P. Barth, PhD, dean of
the School of Social Work,
University of Maryland,
Baltimore.

For more information and to

register, visit: http://
trcnconsortium.com/2010Annual

Meeting.htm.

Jolley Named First
PhD Scholar

This year we welcomed
Jennifer Jolley as our first PhD
Scholar. Jennifer, also a
pre-doctoral NIMH fellow with
the Brown School’s Center for
Mental Health Services
Research, has an extensive
background in the areas of
violence prevention and harm
reduction. She worked with
children in the child-welfare
system as a residential
therapist for abused and
neglected children as well as a
batterer intervention therapist
with men convicted of
domestic violence. As a
certified law enforcement
officer in North Carolina, she
gained experience with issues
such as domestic violence,
gang-related community
violence, school-based
violence, suicide attempts, and
calls for help from survivors of
domestic violence needing
access to services. She also
participated in the
development of coordinated
community responses to
domestic violence.
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Jennifer’s academic interests
include understanding how to
improve and apply risk
assessment measures to
reduce recurrent abuse and
neglect as well as criminal
behaviors. Eight of her journal
publications relate to crime
and issues of family violence,
including maltreatment.

“l am interested in using my
professional experience to fuel
research that can be applied in
a number of policy arenas and
practice settings for child
welfare, public health, juvenile
justice, and criminal justice,”
she shares. Brett Drake, PhD, a
professor at the Brown School
chairs her dissertation
commitment, with support
from other mentors including
Dr. John Constantino, the
Blanche F. Ittleson Professor of
Psychiatry and Pediatrics, and
director, William Greenleaf
Eliot Division of Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry; and

Dr. Michael Vaughn, assistant
professor of social work at
Saint Louis University.

About the CVIP PhD
Scholar Program

Our PhD Scholar program is open
to doctoral students from
Washington University in St.
Louis, Saint Louis University, or
University of Missouri-St. Louis
with research agendas that align
with our Center’s foci and
affiliated faculty. This one-year,
competitively awarded, paid,
transdisciplinary, predoctoral
training program seeks to
prepare promising new scholars
to continue to pursue cutting
edge, real-world research in the
area of violence prevention and
harm reduction associated with
exposure to violence.
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A Two-Way Connection:

Nurses for Newborns

St. Louis nonprofit Nurses for
Newborns Foundation (NFNF)
and the Center for Violence
and Injury Prevention have
teamed up to develop
evidence-based practices for
child maltreatment prevention
and reduction.

“One of the most critical
factors for an agency is the
continued importance of
evidence-based practice by
funders,” says Ben Cooper,
NFNF’s director of research
and technology. “It gives us a
level of comfort to have the
Center as a resource for
collaboration, consultation
and literature searches. The
Center will help with our goal
to establish a presence in the
literature demonstrating the
efficacy of our programs, and
we know we can’t do it alone.”

Serving the St. Louis region for
nearly two decades, NFNF
provides community-based
nurse home visitation with the
goal of preventing infant
mortality, child abuse, and
neglect. Experienced
registered nurses provide
home visits free of charge to
at-risk mothers and their
babies. The client base is
largely composed of Medicaid
recipients, with single mothers
as the majority. Traditionally,
NFNF visits include an infant
and maternal medical
assessment, teaching infant
care and development, and
age appropriate parenting
education. Nurses also provide
case management services to
each family and provide for
immediate needs — food,
clothing and essential baby
items.

NFNF administrators view the
collaboration as a two-way
connection.
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“To be at the table together is
vitally important,” says NFNF
CEO Melinda Ohlemiller. “Each
partner brings a new
perspective for meaningful
conversation. Collaboration
allows for dialogue and mutual
understanding that would not
occur otherwise. Knowing
faculty research interests leads
to networking and further
collaboration. This productive
and generative arrangement
ultimately benefits the families
in our community.”

By engaging in research
projects with the Center,
the agency gains access
to evaluation data about
its programs.

Currently, NFNF is involved in
the Early Childhood
Connections project, an NIMH
R34 depression and
supplemental home visitation
project, with PI Melissa
Jonson-Reid; and Project
NuMoms which is led by Luis
Zayas, PhD also a Brown
School professor.

Collaboration with the Center
extends beyond research
projects. NFNF takes
advantage of seminars at the
local partnering academic
institutions and has even
helped in the organization and
planning of some.

Although the partnership is
viewed as successful, it has
come with challenges.
Ohlemiller notes the biggest
difference between the work
of community-based non-
profits and academic life is
pace.

“We move 100 miles an hour
and universities may not work
that way.” Ohlemiller says the
best way to address
differences is to have open
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dialogue, and that the Center
gives both parties rich
opportunities to do so.

Similarly, Rich Hennicke,
NFNF’s director of grants and
social services, believes the
Center’s philosophy of
community engagement is
what makes the work so
important.

“The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and
CVIP look into the community,
observe and evaluate, and
then use this experience as a
critical source for developing
and evaluating theories and
their policy implications. To us,
this is an exciting approach
and demonstrates how CVIP
values the community as a
true partner.”

NFNF Nurse Linda Spina
weighs a healthy, happy
toddler during a home visit.

Each newsletter will highlight an
organization involved in Center projects
and activities. NFNF is on our Field Agency
Advisory Board and is involved in research
and evaluation projects being conducted
by faculty affiliated centers at the Brown

School and other partner universities.

For more information about NFNF,

go to nfnf.org.
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Center Publications

Here is a partial list of Center publications by our Center affiliates (bolded) from the past 12 months. The featured publications relate to
this issue’s theme of child maltreatment.

e Emery, C.R,, Jolley, J., & Wu, S. (2010). Intimate partner violence relationship dissolution among couples with children: The
counterintuitive role of ‘Law and Order’ neighborhoods. Journal of Community Psychology, 38(4), 456-468.

e  Jonson-Reid, M., Presnall, N., Drake, B., Fox, L., Bierut, L., Reich, W., Kane, P., Todd, R. D., & Constantino, J. N. (2010). Effects of child
maltreatment and inherited liability on antisocial development: An official records study. Journal of the American Academy of Child &

Adolescent Psychiatry, 49(4), 321-332.

®  Petra, M., & Kohl, P.L. (2010). Pathways Triple P and the child welfare system: A promising fit. Children and Youth Services Review,
32,611-618.

e  C(Clark, T., Matthieu, M., Ross, A and Knox, K. (2010). Training outcomes from the Samaritans of New York Suicide Awareness and
Prevention Programme among community-and school-based staff. British Journal of Social Work, 1-16.

e  Kuhlberg, J., Pefia, J., & Zayas, L. (2010). Familism, parent-adolescent conflict, self-esteem, internalizing behaviors and suicide
attempts among adolescent Latinas. Child Psychiatry & Human Development, 41(4), 425-440.

e  Spivey, M. |, Schnitzer, P. G., Kruse, R. L., Slusher, P., & Jaffe, D. M. (2009). Association of injury visits in children and child
maltreatment reports. Journal of Emergency Medicine, 36(2), 207-214.

e  (Cabrera, P., Auslander, W. & Polgar, M. (2009). Future orientation of adolescents in foster care: Relationship to trauma, mental
health, and HIV risk behaviors. Journal of Child & Adolescent Trauma, 2(4), 271-286.

Master’s Certificate Program

New Certificate Program !:(Jtr MS:Nda.ndtrl\]/lPl-! sltudents SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY
interested in the violence
This fall, the Brown School’s ) . ] FALL SEMESTER COURSE
Center for Violence and Injury prevention certificate or just
. - wanting a course on child Public Health Approaches to
Prevention will offer a new . . S
. injury prevention, please plan Address Pediatric Injury and
certificate program to Master . .
. to enroll in the course offered Violence
of Social Work and Master of .
public Health student in the fall semester at
u |c. eaith s u ents Saint Louis University. CMH-593-01
attending Washington
University or other local For more information, 3
universities. contact: Weaver
This package of courses, Melissa Jonson-Reid at W
training opportunities, and jonsonrd@wustl.edu or
field experiences focuses on i
: p Nancy Weaver at 10 session model
child abuse and neglect,
. . weavernl@slu.edu.
parenting, partner violence, 1:00-4:45pm

and injury prevention in
young families.
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Next Issue

In recognition of domestic violence awareness month, our October issue will feature:

Veterans Trauma and Battering Behavior: Developing a Proactive Community Response

to Violence Prevention.

This project will develop and pilot a community based system dynamics method for prevention strategies to emerging
public health issues with a specific focus on addressing the increased risk of IPV and its effects on families.

The Brown School’s Center for Violence and Injury Prevention was
founded in 2009 with a grant from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. The Center conducts research, training, and

outreach to prevent and ameliorate harm related to:

child maltreatment (CM) ®
intimate partner violence (IPV)

sexual violence (SV)

Director, Center for Violence and
Injury Prevention
Melissa Jonson-Reid, PhD

Co-Director, Center for Violence and
Injury Prevention
John N. Constantino, MD

Administrative Assistant, Center for Violence
and Injury Prevention
Diane Wittling

Research Assistant, Center for Violence
and Injury Prevention
Karrie Peterson

Special thanks to Taking Flight contributors.

v/ Center for Violence
and Injury Prevention

GEORGE WARREN BROWN
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

Our butterfly icon represents transformation and symbolizes the
developmental aspect of our mission to advance evidence-based
primary prevention of violence and injury among young families,
and intervention for childhood victims of violence to prevent
potential later perpetration of violence toward themselves or
others as they transition to adulthood. Our colors represent
those typically used by community organizations working in

these four areas.

The Center is an open and dynamic collaboration with
researchers from multiple disciplines and multiple universities.
While it is not possible to acknowledge all our individual
colleagues, we want to recognize our other university partners
outside of Washington University who have had a particularly
instrumental role in launching the CVIP this year. These include
the Saint Louis University Schools of Social Work and Public
Health; the University of Missouri at St. Louis Schools of
Criminology and Criminal Justice and Social Work; and the
University of Missouri at Columbia Schools of Nursing and

Social Work.

Opinions or views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of
the funding agency.

& Washington University in St.Louis

One Brookings Drive | Campus Box 1196 | St. Louis, MO 63130 | Ph: 314-935-8129 | Fax: 314-935-7508 | E-mail: bevip@wustl.edu
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